
Dear Dr. Fill 

I have a question about my 
daffodils. They did come up last 

spring and looked nice and 

green and healthy, but there 

were hardly any blossoms. 

Usually I have tons of blooms 
for bouquets to share with 

friends and families.  I’m 

wondering what would make 

them not bloom.  I’ve seen 
them blooming during a late 

spring snow, so I don’t think it 

could be weather related. Right 

now they are looking nice and 
green but again I’m not seeing 

as many flower buds as I used 

to see.  Is there anything I can 

do at this late date to prompt 
them to bloom more?                                     

Sincerely, Bloomless 

           

Dear Bloomless ………….                

When daffodils aren’t blooming, 

it’s usually a sign that the 
plants weren’t able to store 

enough food in their bulbs in 

the previous year.  Daffodil 

foliage typically lasts for 4 to 6 
weeks after blooming.  During 

that time, the leaves are 

manufacturing food which is 

transported down to the bulbs.  
The most common reason for 

lack of blooms is that the 

foliage was cut back last 

summer before it had died 

back naturally.  

Is it possible your bulbs have 

been growing in the same spot 

for a few  years and need 

dividing? Daffodil bulbs 
normally create new little 

bulblets every year or two.  

This can result in clumps of 

bulbs that overcrowded and 
they are competing for food 

and space.  Crowded bulbs 

often quit blooming.  Dig the 

bulbs when the foliage has 
yellowed. Separate them into 

individual bulbs and replant 

them about 6″ apart. 

Another possibility is that 
something has changed in your 

garden that is now casting 

some shade on your daffodils. 

Sometimes a nearby tree isn’t 
leafed out enough to cast 

shade when they’re blooming, 

but it will shade the area after 

it leafs out. They don’t just 
need sun while they’re 

blooming; they need it even 

more after they’ve been 

deadheaded.  Plants in partial 
shade in May and June after 

they have finished blooming 

may not be able to store 

enough food in their bulbs 

because of insufficient sunlight 
on their leaves.  The leaves 

need photosynthesis to 

produce the sugars that feed 

the bulbs, and the leaves need 
lots of sun for photosynthesis 

to happen. 

It’s also a good idea to 

supplement the food their 
leaves are producing by 

fertilizing them. A light 

broadcast of 5-10-10  when 

leaves emerge, and again at 

bloom is a reasonable feeding 
schedule. 

It’s also possible that you’ve 

planted something else in the 

area that is now competing for 
food and water and that either 

your daffodils or your new 

plants need to be moved away 

from each other. 

Lastly, it’s a good idea to check 

the soil for moisture. 

Sometimes we assume that 

due to all the snow melt, the 
ground is wet when it can 

actually be quite dry just an 

inch or so beneath the surface. 

This is especially true if you 

have your daffodils planted 
along a foundation wall – an 

area where the soil is typically 

much dryer than any other 

location in your yard. 

Hopefully you’ll realize that one 

of these possibilities  was the 

cause of the problem last 
spring.                                         

Happy Gardening!  ……                                

Dr. Fill 

 


