
Ask Dr. Fill 

Dear Dr. Fill  

My Stella d’oro daylilies 
are beautiful right now, 
and blooming profusely.  
But in past years, I’ve 
noticed them in other 
yards blooming well into 
the fall – almost up to 
Halloween – and mine just 
seem to bloom for a short 
period and then stop. 

I bought them because I 
was told that they were  
“reblooming”.   So my 
question is this:  Are there 
two types of Stella d’oro 
lilies – one that reblooms 
and one that does not?   
And if not, would you have 
any idea why mine aren’t 
putting on any flowers 
after their initial bloom?    
Sincerely, Where Are 
My Blooms?                     

Dear Where Are My 
Blooms? 

There is only one type of 
lily called Stella d’oro.  It 
was introduced for the 
first time back in 1975 as 
the first reliable re-
blooming daylily. Until 
then, we were happy to 
have some beautiful 
blooms on our daylilies 
over a brief period, and 
settled for the fact that 
most of the season the 
plants would just be a 
patch of green leaves.     
But once breeders created 
the Stella d’oro series,  we 
had the promise of blooms 
well into the late fall.    As 
for why yours are not 
reblooming, there are a 
few possible reasons – the 
most common being 
improper deadheading 
and a hot dry summer. 

Those gardeners who had 
them blooming well into 
the fall   may have been 
more careful about 
constantly deadheading 

faded blooms. They may 
also have been more 
careful to deadhead 
“properly”.  

Behind each faded daylily 
flower you’ll see and  feel 
a “bump” on the stem – 
that’s the ovary where the 
seed will begin to be 
produced.  It’s VERY easy 
to leave it behind when 
you remove the faded 
flowers.  The flowers often 
fall off at the slightest 
touch when you are 
deadheading, so you can 
easily assume that your 
deadheading has been 
accomplished when it 
actually has not. The 
flowers are gone but the 
seed producing part of the 
plant is still there. That 
bump must be snapped 
off, or the plant will put all 
its energy into making 
seeds rather than more 
flowers.  

But there’s still another 
step to deadheading that 
we can’t forget.  We need 
to be removing the 
individual faded flowers as 
described above, but of 
course we need to leave 
the long scape (the stem 
that rises above the 
leaves and holds all the 
blossoms) as long as 
there are other flower 
buds on it as they will 
continue to open.   Once 
all the buds on that scape 
have opened and we’ve 
removed all the faded 
blossoms, there’s one 
more crucial step. 

We need to cut  the old 
scape down at the base of 
the daylily plant as soon 
as all the flower buds on 
the individual stems of 
that scape have 
blossomed. Just snapping 
off the faded flowers and 
ovaries isn’t enough. 
Removing the entire 
scape will give us blooms 
all summer long and well 

into the fall. The key is to 
stay on top of it. You may 
need to deadhead the 
plants every day during 
peak bloom periods, but 
it’s an easy task and they 
will reward you with 
blooms all season.   

Cutting down stalks that 
are still green will fool the 
plant into thinking that it 
hasn’t produced flowers to 
make seeds,  so you 
should soon see a new 
stalk which will have more 
new flower buds.  Studies 
show that waiting too long 
and cutting down brown, 
already-dead stalks won't 
have any impact at all on 
getting the plant to send 
up new ones – they must 
still be green. 

If you don’t deadhead 
properly, you’ll have a 
week or so of pretty 
flowers, followed by 
months of straggly 
looking grassy foliage, 
even on the best 
reblooming daylily 
varieties.    

Adequate water  during a 
hot dry summer  and 
regular division of large 
daylily clumps are as 
important – or some 
studies say more 
important- than dead-
heading, even for the 
prolific rebloomers such 
as Stella d’ Oro. So if your 
clumps haven’t been 
divided in a while, be sure 
that you add that task to 
your spring to-do list. And 
for the rest of the  
summer, give them a 
drink if we’re having a dry 
spell.  They need about an 
inch of rain a week, and 
prefer to dry out between 
waterings, so  give them a 
good deep watering once 
a week, rather than a little 
sprinkle each day.   

Follow these tips and next 
fall, your neighbours will 

be jealous of YOUR 
daylilies! 

Sincerely,                       Dr. 
Fill 

 


